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           2026 HLPF Virtual Side Event 
   Speakers’ List  
 
          Clean Drinking Water, Sanitation, Mental 
Health and Social Wellbeing – Our Initiatives 

           
                 Date:  08 July 2026; Time: 10:00am – 11:15am EST,  New York time 
 

Speakers’ List / Meet the Speakers / Agenda 
• Dr. Rita Luthra, MD 

President and Editor-in-Chief,  
Women’s Health and Education Center (WHEC); NGO in Special Consultative Status 
with ECOSOC of the UN;  
Editor-in-Chief,  Global e-Health and e-Learning Project with UN, WHO and UNESCO 
    http://www.WomensHealthSection.com  e-mail: rita@WomensHealthSection.com ;     

Brief Bio: http://www.womenshealthsection.com/content/whec/rita-un.jpg   
 

Our Brief History:  
           http://www.womenshealthsection.com/content/documents/Our_Brief_History.pdf 
 
Moderator/ Introducing WHEC’s Initiatives to Improve Maternal and Child Health 
Worldwide. Summary of 25 years of Efforts in Global Health.  
 
 
From American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) and University of Southern 
California (USC), California (USA)  
 

• Dr. Colleen A. Kraft, MD, MBA, FAAP 
Professor of Pediatrics, Keck School of Medicine, University of Southern California, 
Children’s Hospital Los Angeles;  
2018 President of the American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) 
Los Angeles, California (USA) 
e-mail: colleenkraft60@gmail.com  
Brief Bio: https://www.chla.org/profile/colleen-kraft-md-mba  
 

                      Climate Stewardship and Maternal-Child Health 
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From India (UN, WHO and UNESCO Member State) 

• Dr. Manisha Jhawar 
Consultant Obstetrician, Gynaecologist and Fetal Medicine Specialist, 
KCJ Hospital and Maternity Home 
Surat, Gujarat, India 
e-mail: drmanisha1@gmail.com  
Short Bio: https://www.linkedin.com/in/dr-manisha-jhawar/  

 
              Menstrual Health, Sanitation and Dignity:  
        Building Sustainable Solutions for Women and Girls 
 
From Massachusetts, (USA) 
 

• Mr. David M. DiSabito Jr, MBA 
AI Liaison and AI Working Group Chair to the College of Business 
Professional Educator of Business Analytics and Information Management 
Western New England University 
Springfield, MA (USA) 
e-mail: David.disabito@wne.edu  
Short bio:  https://www.linkedin.com/in/daviddisabitojr/ 

 
AI Agents, Women's Wellbeing, and Human Connection: Questions from the Front 
Lines of AI Integration and Academia 
 
From Minnesota (USA) 
 

• Ms. Serena Mani 
Master of Public Health, Johns Hopkins University 
Incoming doctoral student in developmental psychopathology and clinical science at 
University of Minnesota 
e-mail: serenamani@wustl.edu 
Short bio: https://www.linkedin.com/in/serena-mani/ 
 

                  Water and Sanitation Essential to Improve Brain Health for           
                                    Women and Children 
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                 AGENDA 
 
10:00am to 10:15am (15 minutes): Dr. Rita Luthra, Introduction, 25 years of   
                                                                                                 advancing Global Health; 
10:16am to 10:30am (15 minutes): Dr. Colleen Kraft, Climate change and Maternal  
                                                                                                 & Child health;  
10:31 am to 10:45 am (15 minutes): Dr. Manisha Jhawar, Menstrual Health,  
                                                                                  Sanitation and Dignity  

10:46am to 11:00 am (15 minutes): Mr. David DiSabito, AI and women’s  
                                                                                    wellbeing connection  
11:00am to 11:15 am (15 minutes):  Ms. Serena Mani, Essential Services for  
                                                                    maternal and child health – Water and Sanitation 
  
Q & A: Please contact the Speakers directly, for Q & A. Their contact e-mail, and contact 
information is provided to you. Thank you.  
 
 
Zoom Link to participate in the Side Event 
 
Women’s Health and Education Center (WHEC) invites you to participate in this Virtual Side 
Event, hosted by WHEC in the margins of  2026 High-Level Political Forum (HLPF)  
Virtual Side Event;  
Clean Drinking Water, Sanitation, Mental Health and Social Wellbeing: Our Initiatives 
08 July 2026; 10 am to 11:15 am (EST, New York time) 
 
Please join few minutes early to settle-in. The Program will start promptly at 10 am. 
 
Note* Participation in UN Meetings at the UN Headquarters may require online registration 
through dedicated Indico platforms for which the use of UN ground passes may not suffice.  
 
WHEC does NOT charge any Registration Fees.  
 
All are welcome! 
   
Zoom Link Information to Join → 
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/7092187692?pwd=Z09sdzRUVCs4cWp4Zk9jK2FkWmQ3Zz09&omn=8292049
3231 
 
Meeting ID: 709 218 7692 
Passcode: HMhE1k 

https://indico.un.org/
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/7092187692?pwd=Z09sdzRUVCs4cWp4Zk9jK2FkWmQ3Zz09&omn=82920493231
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/7092187692?pwd=Z09sdzRUVCs4cWp4Zk9jK2FkWmQ3Zz09&omn=82920493231
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--- 
 
One tap mobile 
+13017158592,,7092187692#,,,,*771644# US (Washington DC) 
+13052241968,,7092187692#,,,,*771644# US 
 
 
--- 
 
Join by SIP 
• 7092187692@zoomcrc.com 
 
Join instructions 
https://us06web.zoom.us/meetings/82920493231/invitations?signature=XiS0cXls8-
YWyCtXv9Alh0q2LkieSimjEq70bAgYFSI 
 
    __________  
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