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VIRTUAL SIDE EVENT  
  59th Session of Commission on Population and Development     
                                  (CPD 59) 
      Knowledge Generation and Dissemination  
Achieving Quality Education and Universal Health Coverage 
           
16 April 2026; 8:30 am to 9:45 am (EDT, New York time)  

          Speakers List / Meet the Speakers / Agenda 
       & 
     Zoom Link for participants 

 

• Dr. Rita Luthra, MD 
President and Editor-in-Chief,  
Women’s Health and Education Center (WHEC); NGO in Special Consultative Status 
with ECOSOC of the UN;  
Editor-in-Chief,  Global e-Health and e-Learning Project with UN, WHO and UNESCO 
    http://www.WomensHealthSection.com  e-mail: rita@WomensHealthSection.com ;     

Brief Bio: http://www.womenshealthsection.com/content/whec/rita-un.jpg   
 
Our Brief History:  

           http://www.womenshealthsection.com/content/documents/Our_Brief_History.pdf  
                    Introduction, Moderator and WHEC Statement 

 

Keynote Speaker from University of Southern California (USA) 

• Dr. Colleen A. Kraft, MD, MBA, FAAP 
Professor of Pediatrics, Keck School of Medicine, University of Southern California, 
Children’s Hospital Los Angeles;  
2018 President of the American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) 
Los Angeles, California (USA) 
e-mail: colleenkraft60@gmail.com  
Brief Bio: https://www.chla.org/profile/colleen-kraft-md-mba 

          Toward a Healthy and Educated World: Focus on Educating Girls 
 
 
 From India (UN, WHO and UNESCO Member State) 
 

• Dr. Manisha Jhawar 
Consultant Obstetrician, Gynaecologist and Fetal Medicine Specialist, 
KCJ Hospital and Maternity Home 

http://www.womenshealthsection.com/
mailto:rita@WomensHealthSection.com
http://www.womenshealthsection.com/content/whec/rita-un.jpg
http://www.womenshealthsection.com/content/documents/Our_Brief_History.pdf
mailto:colleenkraft60@gmail.com
https://www.chla.org/profile/colleen-kraft-md-mba
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Surat, Gujarat, India 
e-mail: drmanisha1@gmail.com  
Short Bio: https://www.linkedin.com/in/dr-manisha-jhawar/  

               Near-miss Obstetrics: Learning from Survivors  
A precious introspection on our initiative in prenatal and antenatal care and an 
insight to fill the gaps 
 
From Springfield, MA (USA) 

• Mr. David M. DiSabito Jr, MBA 
AI Liaison and AI Working Group Chair to the College of Business 
Professional Educator of Business Analytics and Information Management 
Western New England University 
Springfield, MA (USA) 
e-mail: David.disabito@wne.edu  
Short bio:  https://www.linkedin.com/in/daviddisabitojr/ 

Could Agentic AI Help Close the Gap Between Knowledge Access and Real-World 
Action for Women’s Health and Education? 
 

• Ms. Emily Ciccoly, MPA 
Healthcare Career Navigator,  
Westfield State University,   
577 Western Avenue 
Westfield, MA 01086-1630 (USA) 
e-mail: eciccolo@westfield.ma.edu  
Short bio: https://www.linkedin.com/in/emilyciccolo/  

       Westfield State Unievrsity’s Impact on Regional Access through  
                          its Healthcare & Poverty Simulation 
 
From Canada / India (UN, WHO and UNESCO Member States)  

• Dr. Bharat Maheshwari, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor (on sabbatical), Odette School of Business, University of Windsor. 
Scholar in Residence, Indian Institute of Technology, Jodhpur (India) 
University of Windsor 
401 Sunset Avenue 
Windsor, Ontario N9B 3P4,  
Canada 
e-mail: bmaheshw@uwindsor.ca  
Short Bio: Bharat Maheshwari Bio | Odette School of Business  

              
                Creating a live lab at the Kumbh mela (festival) in Nashik (India) 

mailto:drmanisha1@gmail.com
https://www.linkedin.com/in/dr-manisha-jhawar/
mailto:David.disabito@wne.edu
https://www.linkedin.com/in/daviddisabitojr/
mailto:eciccolo@westfield.ma.edu
https://www.linkedin.com/in/emilyciccolo/
mailto:bmaheshw@uwindsor.ca
https://www.uwindsor.ca/business/490/bharat-maheshwari-bio
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The project brings together Indian and international educational institution and creates a unique 
laboratory for studying multidisciplinary challenges presented by the massive temporary city 
which crops up to accommodate people visiting the Kumbh mela (festival) in India. 
  
 

AGENDA   

Agenda 
8:30 am to 8:45 am (15 minutes)   Dr. Rita Luthra, Introduction & WHEC Statement  

8:45 am to 9:05 am (20 minutes)   Dr. Collen Kraft, Girls education and attain health 

9:05 am to 9:15 am (10 minutes)   Dr. Manisha Jhawar, Necessity of Universal            
                                                                                            access to Safe-motherhood Care 
9:15 am to 9:25 am (10 minutes)   Mr. David DiSabito, Agentic AI and knowledge  
                                                                                                       access and real-world action.  
 
9:25 am to 9: 35 am (10 minutes)  Ms. Emily Ciccoly, WSU’s impact on    
                                                                            Healthcare and Poverty elimination  
 
9:35 am to 9:45 am (10 minutes)   Dr. Bharat Maheshwari, a successful  
                                                 collaboration of Indian and international educational institution   
 
Q & A: Please contact the Speakers directly, for Q & A. Their contact e-mail, and contact 
information is provided to you. Thank you.  
 
                                   Zoom Link for Participation  
 
Women’s Health and Education Center (WHEC) invites you to participate in this Virtual Side 
Event, hosted by WHEC in the margins of 59th Commission on Population and Development 
(CPD), on April 16th, 2026; from 8:30 am to 9:45 am (EDT, New York time).  
 
Please join few minutes early to settle-in. The Program will start promptly at 8:30m (EDT, New 
York time).  
 
Note* Participation in UN Meetings at the UN Headquarters may require online registration 
through dedicated Indico platforms for which the use of UN ground passes may not suffice.  
 
WHEC does NOT charge any Registration Fees. All are welcome! 
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/7092187692?pwd=Z09sdzRUVCs4cWp4Zk9jK2FkWmQ3Zz09&omn=8692645
1733 

https://indico.un.org/
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/7092187692?pwd=Z09sdzRUVCs4cWp4Zk9jK2FkWmQ3Zz09&omn=86926451733
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/7092187692?pwd=Z09sdzRUVCs4cWp4Zk9jK2FkWmQ3Zz09&omn=86926451733
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Meeting ID: 709 218 7692 
Passcode: HMhE1k 
 
--- 
 
One tap mobile 
+13017158592,,7092187692#,,,,*771644# US (Washington DC) 
+13052241968,,7092187692#,,,,*771644# US 
 
Join instructions 
https://us06web.zoom.us/meetings/86926451733/invitations?signature=wVv_1vJLP9Y3HLryIzHFko-
V6UkUbrCcKTAgq4qXH_Y 
 
 

https://us06web.zoom.us/meetings/86926451733/invitations?signature=wVv_1vJLP9Y3HLryIzHFko-V6UkUbrCcKTAgq4qXH_Y
https://us06web.zoom.us/meetings/86926451733/invitations?signature=wVv_1vJLP9Y3HLryIzHFko-V6UkUbrCcKTAgq4qXH_Y

