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VIRTUAL SIDE EVENT 
78th World Health Assembly 
           WHA78 
21st May 2025 

 
Time: 16:00 to 17:15 CEST (Geneva Time); 10:00 am to 11:15 am EST (New York Time) 
     
Health and Education: The Best Building Blocks for Sustainable Development 
 
Sponsor: Women’s Health and Education Center (WHEC); 
                  NGO in Special Consultative Status with ECOSOC of the United Nations 
 

Speakers’ List / Meet the Speakers 

• Dr. Rita Luthra, MD 
President and Editor-in-Chief,  
Women’s Health and Education Center (WHEC); NGO in Special Consultative Status 
with ECOSOC of the UN;  
Editor-in-Chief,  Global e-Health and e-Learning Project with UN, WHO and UNESCO 
    http://www.WomensHealthSection.com  e-mail: rita@WomensHealthSection.com ;     

       Brief Bio: http://www.womenshealthsection.com/content/whec/rita-un.jpg   
Our Brief History:  

           http://www.womenshealthsection.com/content/documents/Our_Brief_History.pdf  
            Moderator, Introduction, Our Collective Efforts to Improve Maternal,    
                              Newborn and Child Health 
 

• Dr. Colleen A. Kraft, MD, MBA, FAAP 
Professor of Pediatrics, Keck School of Medicine, University of Southern California, 
Children’s Hospital Los Angeles;  
2018 President of the American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) 
Los Angeles, California (USA) 
e-mail: colleenkraft60@gmail.com  
Brief Bio: https://www.chla.org/profile/colleen-kraft-md-mba 

             Preparing Next Generation of Healthcare Providers in  
                  Global Health and Global Governance  
 

• Frank A. Chervenak, MD, MMM 
System Chief, Ethics Northwell Health  
Hugh R. K. Barber, Professor, Obstetrics & Gynecology  
Associate Dean for International Medicine  
Zucker School of Medicine at Hofstra/ Northwell  

http://www.womenshealthsection.com/
mailto:rita@WomensHealthSection.com
http://www.womenshealthsection.com/content/whec/rita-un.jpg
http://www.womenshealthsection.com/content/documents/Our_Brief_History.pdf
mailto:colleenkraft60@gmail.com
https://www.chla.org/profile/colleen-kraft-md-mba
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130 East 59th Street, 14th Floor 
New York, NY 10022 (USA); Tel: 646-766-7161 
e-mail:  FChervenak@northwell.edu  
Short bio: http://www.womenshealthsection.com/content/whec/chervenak.php3  

                  Ethical Framework for Obstetricians and Gynecologists 
 

• Dr. Vanathi Gopalakrishnan, PhD    
Associate Professor of Biomedical Informatics, Clinical and Translational Science 
Director, PRoBE Laboratory for Pattern Recognition from Biomedical Evidence 
Founding Director, Pitt VIHAR Center, School of Medicine 
University of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh; PA (USA) 
e-mail: vanathi@pitt.edu 
Short Bio: https://www.dbmi.pitt.edu/directory/name/vanathi-gopalakrishnan/   

Improving Health and Education for Women and Girls: PITT VIHAR Center in 
India.  
    And 
 

• Dr. Edith Luhanga, Ph.D. 
Assistant Research Professor 
CMU-Africa 
Past Lecturer, Nelson Mandela African Institution of Science and Technology; 
Kigali, Rwanda (Africa) 

           e-mail: eluhanga@andrew.cmu.edu  Short bio: 
https://www.africa.engineering.cmu.edu/about/contact/directory/bios/luhanga-edith.html 
Role of AI in improving online health information content for low-income countries  
     And 

• Dr. Ganesh Mani, Ph.D. 
Adjunct Professor of Innovation Practice 
Carnegie Mellon University (Pittsburgh, USA and Africa) 
e-mail: ganeshm@andrew.cmu.edu ; Short bio:  

https://www.cmu.edu/tepper/faculty-and-research/faculty-by-area/profiles/mani-ganesh.html 
 
Artificial Intelligence (AI) and impact on health and economy in developing 
countries 
 

• Ms. Upasana Chauhan  
Main NGO Representative of WHEC at the UN, New York; International Advisor & 
Activist; Women’s Health and Education Center (WHEC);  
New York (USA)  
e-mail: upasana.c20@gmail.com; Brief Bio: 

http://www.womenshealthsection.com/content/documents/Upasana_Chauhan_Resume.pdf  

mailto:FChervenak@northwell.edu
http://www.womenshealthsection.com/content/whec/chervenak.php3
mailto:vanathi@pitt.edu
https://www.dbmi.pitt.edu/directory/name/vanathi-gopalakrishnan/
mailto:eluhanga@andrew.cmu.edu
https://www.africa.engineering.cmu.edu/about/contact/directory/bios/luhanga-edith.html
mailto:ganeshm@andrew.cmu.edu
https://www.cmu.edu/tepper/faculty-and-research/faculty-by-area/profiles/mani-ganesh.html
mailto:upasana.c20@gmail.com
http://www.womenshealthsection.com/content/documents/Upasana_Chauhan_Resume.pdf
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    and 
• Ms. Lucky Gill  

Additional NGO Representative of WHEC at the UN New York,  
President, Global Girl Power, Surrey BC (Canada);  
e-mail: luckyandnavi@gmail.com;  
http://www.globalgirlpower.org/  
 

                 Ending Child Marriages: Our Efforts in India 

 

    AGENDA 

10:00 am to 10:15 am  Dr. Rita Luthra, Our Collective Efforts to improve       
                                                                                                 maternal and child health 
10:16 am to 10:30 am  Dr. Colleen Kraft, Global Health & Global Governance 

10:31 am to 10:45 am  Dr. Frank Chervenak, Ethical Framework for    
                                                                    obstetricians and gynecologists  
10:45 am to 11:00 am   Dr. Vanathi Gopalakrishnan + Edith Luhanga +     
                                                             Dr. Ganesh Mani 
    Our Efforts in India and Africa to improve health and education  
 
11:01 am to 11:10 am   Ms. Upasana Chauhan + Ms. Lucky Gill, 
         Ending Child Marriages: our efforts in India 
11:11 am to 11:15 am   Q & A 

 

 

      
 

ZOOM Link to Participate → 

 

mailto:luckyandnavi@gmail.com
http://www.globalgirlpower.org/
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Women’s Health and Education Center (WHEC) is inviting you to attend Virtual Side Event, hosted during 
78th World Health Assembly (WHA), Geneva, Switzerland, via this  Zoom Link. 
Title: Health and Education – The Best Building Blocks for Sustainable Development. 
No Registration required and no registration fee.  
The Side Event will start promptly at 10:00 am EST (New York Time); 16:00 CEST (Geneva Time) on 
May 21st  
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/7092187692?pwd=Z09sdzRUVCs4cWp4Zk9jK2FkWmQ3Zz09&omn=8305145
0224 
 
Meeting ID: 709 218 7692 
Passcode: HMhE1k 
 
--- 
 
One tap mobile 
+13017158592,,7092187692#,,,,*771644# US (Washington DC) 
+13052241968,,7092187692#,,,,*771644# US 
 
--- 
 
Dial by your location 
• +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC) 
• +1 305 224 1968 US 
• +1 309 205 3325 US 
• +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
• +1 646 558 8656 US (New York) 
• +1 646 931 3860 US 
• +1 386 347 5053 US 
• +1 507 473 4847 US 
• +1 564 217 2000 US 
• +1 669 444 9171 US 
• +1 689 278 1000 US 
• +1 719 359 4580 US 
• +1 720 707 2699 US (Denver) 
• +1 253 205 0468 US 
• +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 
• +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 
• +1 360 209 5623 US 
 
Meeting ID: 709 218 7692 
Passcode: 771644 
 
Find your local number: https://us06web.zoom.us/u/kbJt41PM6g 
 
 

 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/7092187692?pwd=Z09sdzRUVCs4cWp4Zk9jK2FkWmQ3Zz09&omn=83051450224
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/7092187692?pwd=Z09sdzRUVCs4cWp4Zk9jK2FkWmQ3Zz09&omn=83051450224
https://us06web.zoom.us/u/kbJt41PM6g

