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375. Women's Health and Education Center 
 
COVID – 19: One War That Must Be Fought Together 
 
Throughout the coronavirus crisis, one overriding message from the Women’s Health and 
Education Center (WHEC) has been that the work of the UN – political, peacekeeping, 
development, human rights and humanitarian, must go on even under difficult or unusual 
conditions.  
 
WHEC calls on world leaders to come together and offer an urgent and coordinated response to 
this global crisis. The three-part action plan includes: 
 

1. Tackling the health emergency; 
2. Placing focus on the social impact and the economic response and recovery; 
3. Prioritizing the responsibility to “recover better.” 

 
Richer States need to assist low-income States with realizing human rights. The pandemic is 
reminding us of the importance of multilateralism and international cooperation to face the 
challenges facing the world today.  
 
The world is only as strong as the weakest health system.  
 
WHEC’s Action Plan and Recommendations to achieve 2030 Agenda are: 
 

1) Strengthen national capacities for science-based decision making across all countries. 
When scientific advice is solicited, it is important to make such advice public in an open 
and transparent way.  

2) Enhance public trust in science. Public trust in science is essential for science-based 
policies to succeed, in the case of COVID-19, all individuals must trust the scientific 
guidance if they are to alter their behavior and lower rates of transmission. 

3) Share knowledge and data to promote collaborative research. Academic research is 
traditionally published in journals only accessible on payment, which limits access in 
various ways.  

4) Ensure Universal Access to Solutions.   The need for vaccine availability globally is a 
priority. But past experience shows that fair and equitable access is not given. One of the 
most important functions of science-policy-society interface at the global level is ensuring 
universal access to such global public goods. The WHEC Global Health Line’s (WGHL’s) 
LINK Access Project, and its networking facilitate wider access to these innovations for 
adoption across countries. It is serving in 227 countries and territories, and it is available 
in six official languages of the UN to 14 to 15 million subscribers every year, since 2015.  

5) Act with greater urgency on global scientific assessments. International collaborations 
across scientists and experts are a powerful way of bringing evidence and scientific 
consensus to the attention of policymakers to inform actions. Such preparedness should be 
guided by science.  

6) The Way Forward – A Call for Stronger International Cooperation.  This pandemic 
is a crisis and a human tragedy, it is also an opportunity to recognize and address the deeper 
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shortcomings of our current science-policy advisory systems, and their interface with 
society at all levels.  

7) UN Document E/CN.9/2021/NGO/16, title: Strengthening global partnership (SDG17) 
through food security and public health; published by 54th Commission on Population and 
Development;  
 

WHEC is one such partner to facilitate in the sharing of scientific knowledge and technology 
solutions. Its advocacy and educational programs focus mainly on Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs) 1, 3, 4, 5, 10, 16 and 17. 
 
Join the movement to achieve 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development! 
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