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Statement submitted by non-governmental organizations in
consultative status with the Economic and Social Council

The Secretary-General has received the following statements, which
are being circulated in accordance with paragraphs 30 and 31 of Economic
and Social Council resolution 1996/31.
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166. Women's Health and Education Center

Two Decades of e-Health Educational Programme with the United Nations and
Promoting Universal Health Coverage Worldwide.

Established in 2001, Women’s Health and Education Center (WHEC) was granted
special consultative status with the ECOSOC of the United Nations, in 2008. e-Health
educational program to improve maternal and child health was launched in cooperation
with the United Nations in 2002. The initiative provides information on everyday
issues associated with women’s health. Our e-Health development is holistic, evidence-
based and people-centered. It considers how people live within their own
environments and responds to stakeholders’ needs.

WHEC’s advocacy programs focus mainly on Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
3,4,5,10, 16 and 17.

Efforts of WHEC in the provision of e-Governments and Integrated e-Health Care

Key Initiatives

. Demographic change, rising incidence of chronic disease and unmet needs
for more personalized care are trends that demand a new, integrated approach to
health and social care. Professionals must work across sections as a team with
common goals and resources to deliver a coordinated response to each
individual’s care requirements. Advanced information and communication
technology (ICT) provide a major new opportunity to realize care integration,
superseding today’s chain of disjoint responses to discrete threats to health.

. Telehealth, the provision of care at a distance, is a key component in future
integrated care.

. Making the case for investment in telehealth applications requires better
marshalling of existing evidence, not only to show that telehealth works, but
also to show where — in what organized context — it will work.

. Financial flows in health systems must be critically assessed for their
ability to act as incentives or disincentives for telehealth provision,
acknowledging that the “business case” for telehealth is often very different for
different players.

. The use of telehealth, as a tool to help support better integrated care, can
be helped through initiatives that bring policy responsibilities together.

o To bring about change, mechanisms should be put in place to foster
dialogue, thereby instilling a sense of partnership in reform and reducing
resistance to change.
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. e-Government and e-Health platforms to attain United Nations’ 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development. As Governments transition towards e-
Government and e-health throughout the world, there is growing
acknowledgment of the role that the e-Government and e-Health could play to
harness for women’s empowerment and gender equality. Recognizing this
critical gap, WHEC as a part of gender equality initiatives aims to enhance
knowledge awareness of good practices of gender-responsive capacity of
Governments to harness this tool towards women’s empowerment.

WHEC, through its e-Health initiative in Women’s Health and Development, is serving
in 227 countries with average of 13 to 14 million subscribers every year, and it is
available in the six official languages of the United Nations. e-Health can result in
economic benefits and improve health outcomes.

Join the efforts!
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