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63rd Session of CSocD, February 2025; Virtual Side Event  
Date: 13/February/ 2025; Time: 10 am – 11:15 am  (EST, New York Time) 
 
     Creating A World Where Everyone Thrives  
                 Through Education & Health  

 
Speakers’ List / Meet the Speakers / Agenda 
 

1. Dr. Rita Luthra, MD 
President and Editor-in-Chief,  
Women’s Health and Education Center (WHEC); NGO in Special Consultative Status 
with ECOSOC of the UN;  
Editor-in-Chief,  Global e-Health and e-Learning Project with UN, WHO and UNESCO 
    http://www.WomensHealthSection.com  e-mail: rita@WomensHealthSection.com ;     

Brief Bio: http://www.womenshealthsection.com/content/whec/rita-un.jpg   
Our Brief History:  

           http://www.womenshealthsection.com/content/documents/Our_Brief_History.pdf  
  Welcome, Introduction, Moderator and WHEC Statement 
 

2. Dr. Colleen A. Kraft, MD, MBA, FAAP 
Professor of Pediatrics, Keck School of Medicine, University of Southern California, 
Children’s Hospital Los Angeles;  
2018 President of the American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) 
Los Angeles, California (USA) 
e-mail: colleenkraft60@gmail.com  
Brief Bio: https://www.chla.org/profile/colleen-kraft-md-mba 

   Investing in Mental Health to Reduce School Violence 
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Tools for Peace 
L.A.C.E.R. Afterschool Programs or “clubs” at 4 Public Schools in Los Angeles, 
California (USA). Will be presented by Dr. Colleen Kraft, from Children’s Hospital of 
Los Angeles (CHLA), on the margins of 63rd Session of Commission for Social 
Development (CSocD63). On 13th February 2025.  
https://www.toolsforpeace.org/school-based-programs  

 
3. Dr. Vanathi Gopalakrishnan, PhD    

Associate Professor of Biomedical Informatics, Clinical and Translational Science 
Director, PRoBE Laboratory for Pattern Recognition from Biomedical Evidence 
Founding Director,  
Pitt VIHAR Center, School of Medicine 
University of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh; PA (USA) 
e-mail: vanathi@pitt.edu 
Short Bio: https://www.dbmi.pitt.edu/directory/name/vanathi-gopalakrishnan/   

 Innovation in Experiential Learning for Global Youth and Women via CLIMB 
             (CLIMB: Computational Learning Inference and Modeling of Biotechnology)  
            
Introduction available @ 
https://www.pitt.edu/pittwire/features-articles/2024/12/09/vihar-womens-health-ai-research  
 

4. A.S. Ahmad Upoma (Ms. Anika Ahmad) 
Founder & President,  
Evolution 360, Title IX Compliance Investigator, SUNY Albany 
Country Director, Ambassador of UN SDG Network,  
New York, NY (USA) 
e-mail: asa.upoma2020@gmail.com  
Brief Bio:  https://www.linkedin.com/in/anika-subah-ahmad-upoma/ 
Role of Education in combating gender based violence  
 
 

5. Dr. Ganesh Mani, Ph.D. 
Adjunct Professor of Innovation Practice 
Carnegie Mellon University (Pittsburgh, USA and Africa) 
e-mail: ganeshm@andrew.cmu.edu ; Short bio:  

https://www.cmu.edu/tepper/faculty-and-research/faculty-by-area/profiles/mani-ganesh.html 
            Role of artificial intelligence (AI) in achieving education for all: 
                                  A Realistic Overview 
 
 
 
 

https://www.toolsforpeace.org/school-based-programs
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mailto:asa.upoma2020@gmail.com
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6. Dr. Edith Luhanga, Ph.D. 
Assistant Research Professor 
CMU-Africa 
Past Lecturer, Nelson Mandela African Institution of Science and Technology; 
Kigali, Rwanda (Africa) 

e-mail: eluhanga@andrew.cmu.edu  Short bio: 
https://www.africa.engineering.cmu.edu/about/contact/directory/bios/luhanga-edith.html 
Role of AI in improving online health information content for low-income countries 
 

7. Tools for Teaching Group 
• Dr. Dawna K. Jenne, e-mail: dawnajenne@gmail.com  
• Ms. Marguerite F. Franklin, e-mail: smilemarg@icloud.com  

 Tools for Teaching Services for our educational community for the Springfield Public Schools  
 
 
 
AGENDA 
 
10 am to 10:15 am  Dr. Rita Luthra, Introduction and WHEC Statement 
 
10:16 am to 10:30 am Dr. Colleen Kraft, Mental Health and School Violence 
     Tools for Peace Initiative  
10:31 am to 10:40 am Dr. Gopalakrishnan, Global Health Learning Project (India) 
 
10:41 am to 10:50 am Ms. Anika Ahmad, Education System and Gender Based Violence 
 
10:51 am to 11:05 am Dr. Ganesh Mani, Role of AI in Education Sector 
       + 
    Dr. Edith Luhanga, AI and Health Info. In Low-income Countries  
 
11:06 am to 11:15 am  Tools for Teaching Group, Projects at Springfield Public Schools 
 
 

    
 
 
JOIN US! 
 
ZOOM Link Information → 
 

mailto:eluhanga@andrew.cmu.edu
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ZOOM Link to Join the Side Event:  
Title: Creating A World Where Everyone Thrives through Education and Health.  
 
CSocD63, Virtual Side Event organized by Women’s Health and Education Center (WHEC) on 13 February 
2025; from 10 am to 11.15 am (EST, New York time) 
Also available @ http://www.womenshealthsection.com/content/whec/csocd.php3 
NO Registration Fee and no registration required. 
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/7092187692?pwd=Z09sdzRUVCs4cWp4Zk9jK2FkWmQ3Zz09&omn=8140573
4219 
 
Meeting ID: 709 218 7692 
Passcode: HMhE1k 
 
--- 
 
One tap mobile 
+13017158592,,7092187692#,,,,*771644# US (Washington DC) 
+13052241968,,7092187692#,,,,*771644# US 
 
--- 
 
Dial by your location 
• +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC) 
• +1 305 224 1968 US 
• +1 309 205 3325 US 
• +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
• +1 646 558 8656 US (New York) 
• +1 646 931 3860 US 
• +1 386 347 5053 US 
• +1 507 473 4847 US 
• +1 564 217 2000 US 
• +1 669 444 9171 US 
• +1 689 278 1000 US 
• +1 719 359 4580 US 
• +1 720 707 2699 US (Denver) 
• +1 253 205 0468 US 
• +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 
• +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 
• +1 360 209 5623 US 
 
Meeting ID: 709 218 7692 
Passcode: 771644 
 
Find your local number: https://us06web.zoom.us/u/kbJt41PM6g 
 

http://www.womenshealthsection.com/content/whec/csocd.php3
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/7092187692?pwd=Z09sdzRUVCs4cWp4Zk9jK2FkWmQ3Zz09&omn=81405734219
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/7092187692?pwd=Z09sdzRUVCs4cWp4Zk9jK2FkWmQ3Zz09&omn=81405734219
https://us06web.zoom.us/u/kbJt41PM6g

